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The Newsletter of Gilead Presbyterian Church, Carmel, NY      May 2017 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
A Heart-warming Holy Week, Pleasurable 
Passover, Superb Spring Break, and Vitalizing 
Vacation to you!  Now I know that 
you may not celebrate all of the 
above, but by a curious 
convergence of the calendar, all of 
that happened at just about the 
exact same time this year, which 
did not necessarily add to the 
Excellent Easter Extravaganza we 
usually experience at Gilead every 
spring.  Yes, our Easter Sunday music was 
uplifting, and our worship heartfelt and true—
but attendance was waaaaay down for an 
Easter Sunday, because so many good 
chums were missing, and even some of our 
twice-a-year church friends missed their semi-
annual visit to Gilead in lieu of prayers on the 
sands of the Jersey shores. 
 
With schools getting an extra week of vacation 
this year, we didn’t see a lot of pretty new 
Easter frocks or baby bow ties (although that 
ONE was outstanding!).  I trust that the 
attendance trend will pick back up again now 
that school’s back in session, but your Gilead 
Session was talking about how we missed our 
yearly financial shot-in-the-arm, because 
Easter Sunday really helps our coffers.  So I 
was asked to remind everyone, if you weren’t 
here on Easter Sunday, it’s never too late to 
drop in your Easter donation.  Now that you’ve 
returned from that expensive trip, do you have 
anything left to tithe?  One jokester suggested 
a dollar for every mile you traveled (but since 
Cindy and I ate Easter dinner in Brewster, our 
donation would be a bit chintzy by that 
standard). 

 
But in all seriousness, friends, do keep the 
donations coming in, and if you still haven’t 
put in a pledge for 2017, it’s never too late.  
We’re approximately $10,000 further down in 
income this year than we were this time last 

year, and expenses certainly 
haven’t gone down.  Since the 
summer months are historically 
lean times for us financially, now’s 
the time we need to build our 
resources.  But this invitation to 
give isn’t just because the church 
needs your money.  It’s because 
you need to give it.  As your 

spiritual cheerleader, I promise you that 
increasing your giving, in time, talent, and yes, 
treasure, increases your sense of spiritual 
well-being, adds to your sense of joy in the 
world, and, believe it or not, decreases your 
fear of lack.  Yes, that’s right.  Giving more 
money nurtures a lessening of the fear of 
running out---because giving to God helps us 
to get our priorities and hearts in the proper 
perspective.  I promise you this is true.  I 
increased my pledge and my giving this year, 
and it works. 
 

And if we haven’t said thank you recently for 
all you have given, THANK YOU!  It is 
because of all you do, and all you share, that 
we are able to preach a message of hope and 
faith, feed the hungry from our Food Pantry, 
educate our children about the love of Jesus, 
and stand tall in our community as a beacon 
of light.  It’s all because of you, and every act 
you take that is inspired by the Holy Spirit of 
our Lord.   
 

In that Spirit, looking ahead next to a 
particularly powerful, positive, perspicacious 
and prosperous Pentecost! 
 

Love and light, 
Martin  
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A Note from the  
Gilead Music Department 

May 2017 
 

What a wonderful feeling to 
experience the Joy of Spring and 
New Birth. Gilead Church has 

been the recipient of soprano/super-Gardeners 
Cindy McGeachy and Lisa Vangor.   Gilead’s 
Gardens are something to behold! 
 
Our prayers are with present/past Gilead Choir 
Members, Joan Francis, Don DeVries, Carol and 
Dave Lewis, Dottie Whitter, and Penny Cameron 
as they battle their health problems. Penny, after 
her accident on Rte. 52 (on her way to rehearse 
with me for Easter Sunday) surprised us all last 
night as she came to both Bell Choir and Senior 
Choir rehearsal. God’s Blessings to all of you. 
 
Lots of interesting music is being planned for 
May. Mother’s Day, of course, will be celebrated 
with some original lyrics.  The Music Makers and 
Praise Singers will also be singing in Worship.   A 
Surprise Soloist will also be singing/playing this 
month in Worship.  

 

Here’s our tentative schedule for 
the month of May. 

 
May 7 - 4th Sunday of Easter (Communion 
Sunday) 

 Senior Choir “Brother James Air” with bell 
chimes and finger cymbals 

 Communion Music - John Vangor 
 
May 14 - 5th Sunday of Easter (Mother’s Day)  

 Gilead’s Annual Mother’s Day Song sung 
by the Gentlemen of Gilead 

 Senior Choir “The Gift of Love”  
 Praise Singers “Do Lord” 

 
May 21 - 6th Sunday of Easter 

 Junior Bell Chimes “America” 
 Senior Choir “You are the Lord” 

 
May 28 - 7th Sunday of Easter (Gospel Sunday) 

 Gilead Gospel Group 
 Senior Choir “I’m Gonna Sing and Shout” 

 

Rehearsals: 
 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Wednesdays  

 3:30 PM Junior Bell Chimes Rehearse 
except May 3 

 6:30 Senior Bell Chimes Rehearsal 
 7:45- 9PM Senior Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sunday Rehearsal times when playing/singing 
in Worship    

 8:30 Senior Bell Chimes 
 9AM Senior Choir 
 9:15   Junior Bell Chimes  
 9:30 Praise Singers or Music Makers 

 
This is just a sample of the music we will doing.  
We can use singers and ringers in all our choirs.  
So Welcome!  Come sing/play with us. 
 
Peace & Love, Mary Temple, 914 225-6958 
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Gilead Youth Group News 
May 2017 

 
 

What God Has to Say  
 
If you’re curious about what the Bible has to 
say about why we give of our time, talent, and 
treasure to volunteer at Gilead to make our 
Church Fabulous and teach our children well:  I 
put together just a few of the thoughts/key 
verses below: 
  
God loves and cares for those in need through 
us. Isaiah 58:10 declares, “If you pour yourself 
out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the 
afflicted, then your light will rise in the darkness 
and your gloom will be as the noonday.” One 
theme that runs all throughout the Bible 
is that God closely identifies with and 
cares for the plight of the poor, and that 
to serve them is to serve Him. 
Consequently, we volunteer with 
humility, knowing that we’re working 
with those God dearly loves. 
 
God blessed us with gifts and talents to benefit 
others. Can you imagine if some of the great 
folks in the Bible or in history, never shared 
their talents with us, we would all be in a very 
different place. The Bible teaches that those 
who hoard their gifts, not only cheat others, but 
themselves. 1 Peter 4:10, “As each has 
received a gift, use it to serve another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.” You’re calling 
just might be found at Gilead.  
  
God made us for His purposes way before we 
ever realized it. Ephesians 2:10 says, “We are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.” We serve and 
volunteer confidently, knowing that God has 
prepared the way for us! 
  
God will reward us. Colossians 3:23-24 says, 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive an inheritance as your 
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” 

Certainly, the personal satisfaction we get from 
giving to others in any way possible is a 
tremendous feeling, sometimes acknowledged 
by others, but never unnoticed in the eyes of 
the Lord. 
 
This summer once again, Gilead Church has 
some young folks, the Mueller and Verdesi 
boys, headed out to do Mission work to help 
families in need out of state.  We have great 
mission projects each month here at Gilead but 
more importantly we have some 
groups/committees/positions that need your 
time/talent/treasures to keep Gilead Blooming 

this Spring, Growing in Grace this 
Summer and in good space as we Fall 
into activities to close out the year.  
Thanks for taking Time for Gilead, It’s 
truly a blessing in all our lives! 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
Saturday May 6 

 10:00 am-2:00 pm Volunteer Fair    
 Help out and/or stop by to support our 

Community Groups 
 Call Fran for more info 628-7413 

 

Saturday May 13 
 Youth Spring Project 

Color/Decorate//Build Birdhouses & 
Feeders 

 All youth 4-older invited 
 FREE all supplies provided  
 4:00 – 6:00 pm Dinner included Sign-up 

lounge   
 

Sunday May 14 
 Mother’s Day  
 Youth will Serve at Coffee Hour 
 Communion Sunday  

 
Saturday May 20 

 Saturday Evening Worship Service 
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Palm Sunday Worship 
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Youth Easter Party 
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Brewster Emergency Shelter 

Partnership is looking for new  

Paid Supervisors. 

 
Requirements are fluency in Spanish and legally 
living in the United States 
 
If interested please contact Stephanie Gould or John 
Warren for more information. 

 Requirements of the Job listed below. 

SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Updated: November 9, 2014 The 
Supervisor is not a Volunteer. Each 
Supervisor is an Employee of BESP.  

1. Supervisor’s job is to guide Guests and ensure that 
they follow Shelter and Host Facility Rules.  

2. As an independent contractor for BESP, a nonprofit 
organization, the Supervisor may NOT talk to guests 
about politics or religion, and should honor their privacy.  

3. Wear a tie and/or a name tag.     

4. Arrive at front steps of the First United Methodist 
Church at 8:45 PM: meet and screen for use of alcohol 
or drugs those who request emergency shelter. Give 
them the Shelter Rules.  

5. Accept up to 15 guests.  

6. Escort Guests to Host Facility at 9:15 PM. Guests 
may not walk to Host Facility on their own.  

7. Upon arrival, confirm number of Guests and record 
the Volunteers’ names.  

8. Review the Shelter Rules with the Guests, in both 
English and Spanish as appropriate. Guests must 
acknowledge Rules and agree to follow the Rules by 
endorsing the form.  

9. Verify locations of fire extinguishers, smoke alarm, 
emergency exits and posted emergency notification 
numbers with Coordinator.  

10. Assist Guests to get cots, pads, and sanitary kits.  

11. Direct Guests to wash before eating.  

12. Assist Server in serving hot drinks and meals.  

13. Supervisor is encouraged to join Guests in the 
evening meal.  

14. Assist in cleanup after meal to put supplies and 
food away.  

15. When at a Shower Facility (St Lawrence O’Toole 
and First Baptist Churches): a. Immediately notify Gail 
Pease of any Female Guests. Female Guests must 
be accompanied to the shower area by a Female 
Volunteer. b. Provide a schedule of shower use to 
ensure that all Guests have the opportunity to use the 
shower at least two (2) times during that week.    

16. Assign morning chores to Guests.  

17. Host Facility provides a desk, chair and 
reading lamp for use by the Supervisor.  

18. Hall lights or night lights should also be 
used to maintain a minimal level of lighting.  

19. Lights out at 10:15 PM: Supervisor MUST REMAIN 
AWAKE AND SUPERVISE THE SLEEPING ROOM 
throughout the night to insure Rules are followed.    

20. Awaken Guests at 5:15 AM.  

21. Supervise Guests in putting away sleeping 
materials in crates and baskets.  

22. Assist Overnight Host in serving juice, coffee, hot 
chocolate, tea, and breakfast bars, or left‐ overs if 
enough for all guests.  

23. Supervise cleanup: (sweeping, bathroom 
cleaning ‐ wash toilet, wipe down sink, counters and 
door handles with sanitizer, spray Lysol antiseptic and 
storage of supplies, placing tables and chairs in prior 
arrangement of Host Facility)  

24. Final check with Overnight Host to verify clean, 
organized, doors locked, thermostat reset, coffee pot 
and stove shut off.  

25. Leave Host Facility by 6:00 AM.  

26. Every Monday, deliver to Laundromat for washing: 
BESP cloths, towels and sleeping bags. Guests may 
wash personal laundry items and put on BESP 
account.  

27. If an emergency or unexpected condition arises, 
the Host and Supervisor should discuss the situation. 
The Supervisor should make the appropriate phone 
call unless they agree that the Host should place the 
call. Rick Stockburger should be notified of such 
incidents. An Incident Report Form should be used to 
document the details of the event for review by the 
Board. 
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Pastor McGeachy generally follows the lectionary each week, but there are occasional exceptions. 
We are making these available for those who may wish to read the likely scripture readings in 
advance of Sunday worship. The daily lectionary and the Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study 
are available on our website: www.gileadchurch.org. 

Lectionary for Sundays and Festivals Scripture Reference  
May 2017 

Fourth Sunday of Easter—May 7 Ascension of the Lord—May 25 

Acts 2:42–47 
Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19–25 
John 10:1–10 

Acts 1:1–11 
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
Ephesians 1:15–23 
Luke 24:44–53 

Fifth Sunday of Easter—May 14 Seventh Sunday of Easter—May 28 

Acts 7:55–60 
Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 
1 Peter 2:2–10 
John 14:1–14 

Acts 1:6–14 
Psalm 68:1–10, 32–35 
1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11 
John 17:1–11 

Sixth Sunday of Easter—May 21  

Acts 17:22–31 
Psalm 66:8–20 
1 Peter 3:13–22 
John 14:15–21 

 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/5 
 

 

5/7/17 Penny Cameron 

Lou Lent 
Renae Lent 
Leslie Palmieri 
One Usher Needed 

5/14/17 Annina Celli 2 Ushers Needed 

5/21/17 Ann Clark 
Carol Oehlschlager 
1 Usher Needed 

5/28/17 Paul Francis 2 Ushers Needed 

   

 
 
 

http://www.gileadchurch.org/
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GILEAD NEWS 

 

Jeanne VanVlack 
 
 
Jeanne Van Vlack passed 
away on April 27th. She 
was at home with Roy and 
Dolores, and her passing 
was peaceful.  She had 
just had her 95th birthday 
on Tuesday the 25th.   
 

As her extended family 
had made plans to 
gather on May 20 to 
celebrate her birthday, 
her memorial service 
will be held on that day 

at 10:00 in the morning at Gilead.  A reception 
will follow at the church with light 
refreshments.   
 
No calling hours are planned at this time.   
 
Please keep the Knapps and Van Vlacks in 
your prayers.  In life and in death we belong to 
God, and we praise God for Jeanne's long life, 
her love for her family, her indefatigable energy 
and hard work, and her invaluable service to 
the Lord through her devotion to Gilead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fred Krueger 
 
Fred T. Krueger, longtime resident of Carmel, 
NY passed away at the 
age of 92 on April 11, 
2017. Fred was born in 
Mt. Vernon, NY on 
April 29,1924 to Mabel 
and Gustave Krueger. Fred was older brother 
to his sister Mildred and brother Charles. He 
grew up and attended schools in Croton Falls 
and North Salem where he made many lifelong 
friends. In 1941, Fred joined the Army Air 
Corps and was stationed in England and 
France during World War II. Fred then 
attended and graduated from the Cincinnati 
College of Embalming in 1948. This is where 
he met and then married his wife, Elaine, in 
1949. Fred changed his occupation in 1950 to 
Outside Salesman for Diversey and then 
DuBois Chemicals Companies. He worked in 
the Hudson Valley area until the late 1960's. 
His territory covered Orange, Rockland, 
Dutchess and Sullivan Counties. He retired in 
the late 1970's where he worked a short while 
for Shipping Out in Pawling, NY. Fred and 
Elaine lived in New Windsor until 1967 when 
they moved to Carmel, NY and have lived 
there ever since then.  
 
Fred is survived by Elaine; his beloved wife of 
68 years, several cousins and three nieces 
who live nearby and in western states and by 
good neighbors and good friends. 
 

A Memorial Service was held on Wednesday, 
April 19, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. at Gilead. In lieu of 
flowers; donations may be made in Fred's 
name to either: The Putnam Humane Society, 
68 Old Route Six, Carmel, NY 10512 or Gilead. 
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Crop Hunger Walk 
 
Our Food Pantry has received 
a check in the amount of 
$582.20 from Church World 
Services. 
CWS is the national sponsor 

of the Crop Hunger Walk. The check represents 
Gilead’s portion of the contributions received 
from last October’s Putnam Crop Hunger Walk.  
 
 

Sanctuary Flowers  
 
The flower 
reservation chart for 
2017 is now 
available. The chart 
(in the hallway 
outside the office) is 
for people to reserve a date to donate flowers 
for the sanctuary. At least two weeks prior to 
the date selected, they should fill out the form 
under the chart to let us know if they will 
provide flowers or if they wish us to order 
flowers for them, if they have any special 
requests, and what they would like the bulletin 
to say. The flowers are $48 ($40 plus $8 
delivery). They should give the form and 
payment to either Margery Amato or MaryLou 

Cassidy.  
 
You may choose to donate 
your flowers to the Chapel at 
Putnam Hospital. Please let 

Pam Festa know if you would like to do so. If 
Pam is not available to deliver your donated 
flowers, please feel free to deliver your flowers 
to the Chapel.  
 
Just let Security at the Main Desk know that 
you are placing them in the Chapel flowers, 
please feel free to deliver your flowers to the 
Chapel. Just let Security at the Main Desk 
know that you are placing them in the Chapel. 
 
 

Gilead 
Presbyterian 

Church's  
Second Annual 
Volunteer Fair 

 
Representatives 
from Putnam 
County's Volunteer 
Organizations, who 
graciously give of 
their Time, Talent 
and Fund Raising 
for others in our 

Community have been invited to recruit for new 
members and be publicly recognized by your 
peers and government officials. 
 
This exciting interactive FREE event is open to 
all who make Putnam County a great place to 
live. The fair will be held on Saturday May 6, 
from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm at 

Gilead Presbyterian Church 
9 Church Street 

Carmel NY 10512 
 

 

Support the Deacon’s Fund 

The Deacons’ Fund helps 

those who are in most need 

within our church and our 

community. Please remember 

to support the Deacons’ 

Fund, either by using the special quarterly 

envelopes or by designating “Deacons’ Fund” in the 

memo line on your check. 
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 Giving Tree 
 

Lucy and Jose Ojeda 
have placed a basket 
on the coffee table for 
donations to The 
Giving Tree, as a fund 
raiser for Gilead. This 
is in place of the 
usual basket to collect 
money to pay for the 
Coffee Hour.  

 
The Ojedas are now donating the cost of the 
goodies available after church. Please 
remember to show them your appreciation! 
 

 

Wanted: Birthday Cards 
 

The Deacons are 
looking for donations 
of birthday cards. 
They have loads of 
sympathy, get well, 
thinking of you, etc., but very few birthday 
cards. Please see Robyn Steinberg or leave 
them in the office. Thanks! 
 
 
 

Our Daily Bread 
Please note that the current issue of our Daily 
Bread is now available in the lounge. Pick one 
up for some daily inspiration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening Service 
There is a new opportunity to praise and serve 
the Lord!  This year we have been having a 
special worship service on the third Saturday 
of every month at 5:30 p.m.   
 
We meet first in the sanctuary for 
an informal time of prayer, praise 
and music, and then we gather for 
the communion of food, fun and 
fellowship immediately following.   
 
The evening is kid and adult-friendly!  Come as a 
family, or just come as yourself.  If you're unable 
to be at church on Sunday mornings, this is a 
special time we can gather together.   
 
Our next Saturday Service will be May 20 at 
5:30. Details to come about what kind of dinner 
and fun activities we're planning.  Make plans to 
attend! ALL Are Welcome! 

FIRST COMMUNION OBSERVANCE 

Are your children ready 
for Holy Communion? At 
Gilead, we welcome 
believers to the Table at 
any stage of their faith 
development. The 

decision about when a child partakes is left to the 
discretion of the parent. The Sunday School 
brings the third-grade-and-up back from Sunday 
School to make Communion available to them 
each time we observe the ritual, so typically, the 
spring before the third grade is the age when our 
children begin.  

Some children begin sooner, and others wait. 
Pastor Martin will hold two classes for children 
who wish to begin receiving the Sacrament, and 
the children will be invited to take their First 
Communion on Sunday, May 14, Mother’s Day, 
during morning worship.   

The first class will be for thirty to 45 minutes 
following worship on Sunday, April 30, and the 
second before worship at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, 
May 7.  Please plan for your child to attend both 
classes.  Call Martin at 845-216-8129 if you're 
interested in having your child included.  

The Deadline for 
the June Shingle 

is  

May 26th.  
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Volunteers Needed! 
 

THOUGHTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
ABOUT USHERING 

 
Are you, or is anyone in your family celebrating a 
birthday, an anniversary, a special event, a 
success? How about among your friends? Or on 
the other hand, maybe you or a family member or 
a friend faces a challenge, and you are having 
trouble bringing any positive thoughts to light? 
 

Here's a thought... 
commemorate the 
celebrations by 
signing up to usher 
the week of the 
event, or maybe 
even for the whole 
month (wowie, 

zowie!!) -- share your joys with the folks at 
Gilead! 
Oh, but on the other hand, perhaps you are 
feeling sad or lonely or discouraged or angry or 
in some way uncomfortable. Did you know that 
when we step outside of ourselves and do 
service for others, we often are given the grace 
to feel better, even if it is just a wee bit? Yes, this 
is true. 
 
So, either way, it is a very good thing for you to 
sign up to usher! Wait... am I reading your 
thoughts that you are worried - reluctant to sign 
up because "you don't know how to do it... you 
might make a mistake..." RELAX... sign up to 
usher! There is a "cheat sheet" of instructions on 
the stand at the back of the church, and there are 
lots of folks ready to answer your questions and 
help you. Trust me, the folks at Gilead are 
generous and helpful... you could even ask 
someone if he or she would sign up to usher with 
you, and...Eureka!... you have a new friend. 
 
Any questions other than "who has a pen or 
pencil so I can sign up to usher?" 
We are here to answer them for you. 
 
Cindy Kosacz McGeachy 
Linda Mahony Dutra 

 

Lay Readers 
 
The Lay Reader 
Schedule for 2017 has 
been posted just 
outside of the office 
door. 
 
If you are interested in being a 
substitute or want to learn more, 
please see Cindy Kosacz McGeachy 
or Linda Mahony Dutra. 
 
 

Musicians 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New members are always 
welcome. 

See/call Mary Temple for more 
information  
225-6958. 
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Welcome to the Deacon’s 
Corner 

Where you’ll find out 
what the Deacons have 
been up to each month! 
The Deacons met April 23rd 
and discussed the following: 

 

• Prayer Requests –Continued prayers 
for Joan Francis and Phil Engler. 
Prayers for Elaine Kruger on the 
passing of her husband Fred. Prayers 
for Jeanne Van Vlack who continues to 
become weaker.  
 

• If you have any prayer requests (joys or 
concerns) you may email them to 
coordinator Lindsay D’Ascoli at 
prayers@gileadchurch.org. If you prefer 
to remain anonymous, you may submit 
requests on our website 
http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-
chain or let Pastor Martin know your 
prayers, and he will relay them to the 
Deacons. You may also post prayer 
requests directly on the Gilead Closed 
Group Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1643
33380282707/. 
 

• Greeting cards are sent out every 
week! If you know someone who might 
need a card, call, or visit, please let any 
of the Deacons know or send an email 
to deacons@gileadchurch.org. 
 

• Cindy Kosacz McGeachy and Linda 
Mahony Dutra coordinate the ushering 
and lay readers lists. Not enough people 
have been signing up to usher. Cindy 
will purchase a welcome basket to hold 
the bulletins near the side door and front 
door should there be no ushers to pass 
them out.  

 

• Alex Vandenberg is working on posting 
to a new Instagram account for the 
church. Anyone interested in following 
can find the page at 
www.instagram.com/gileadchurch. 
Instagram is a photo-sharing site that 
allows users to share pictures and short 
videos. If you have photos of church that 
you would like to share, email Alex at 
vonvandenberg@outlook.com. 
  

• The next Deacons meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, May 21, 2017 after 
worship. 

Phone: (845) 225-0221 
Email: prayers@gileadchurch.org  
Website: http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-
chain  
 
Gilead Prayer Chain 

The Gilead Prayer Chain is coordinated by 
Deacon Lindsay D’Ascoli. The prayer chain is a 
way to provide support for congregation 
members who are experiencing joy, pain, or 
dealing with unexpected situations.  
 
Currently there are 19 members who have 

volunteered to be on the prayer 
chain and these members are 
emailed or called about prayer 
requests as they come in. If you 

would like to be added to our list, please let 
Lindsay know. 
 
Prayers can also be posted on Gilead’s Closed 
Group Facebook page if requested. It can help 
to receive quick comments of encouragement 
and support from your Gilead family when you 
have a prayer!  
 

Send prayer requests to Lindsay in any of the 
following ways. Requests may be submitted 
anonymously on our website.  
Phone: (845) 225-0221 
Email: prayers@gileadchurch.org  
Website: 

 http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-chain  

 

mailto:prayers@gileadchurch.org
http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-chain
http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-chain
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164333380282707/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164333380282707/
mailto:deacons@gileadchurch.org
mailto:prayers@gileadchurch.org
http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-chain
http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-chain
mailto:prayers@gileadchurch.org
http://gileadchurch.org/gilead-prayer-chain
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May 2017 Clerk’s Corner 
 
Session had its regular called meeting on 
Tuesday, April 18th.  Here’s what’s going on at 
Gilead: 

• We have two baptisms coming up, as 
well as the joining of a new member. 
   

• Sadly, we said 
goodbye to 
member Fred 
Krueger, who 
passed away on 
April 11th.  A 
service was held 
at Gilead on April 
19th, and many 
people spoke in testimony to Fred’s 
friendship and character.  We send our 
prayers and condolences to his wife, 
Elaine. 
 

• Our new prayer cards are in the pews- 
thank you to Pam Festa for designing, 
ordering, and supplying the first batch, 
and thanks to Vista Print for covering 
the second batch.  The cards are 
fantastic! 
 

• We have a new visitor’s brochure 
available, thanks to Bill Brett.  The 
brochure will be a great tool as we 
welcome guests to Gilead, allowing 
them to learn about us. 
 

• Diana Drake Behan, Elder and 
Moderator of Presbyterian Women for 
Hudson River Presbytery, is forming a 
PW group at Gilead.  Please see her if 
you would like to be a part of this 
community. 
 

• Deacon Cindy Kosacz-McGeachy is 
forming an ad-hoc group, the Gilead 
Gardeners.  Anyone with a green thumb 
or an interest in playing in the dirt is 
welcome to join- just let Cindy know. 
 

• Our 2nd volunteer fair will be held on 
Saturday, May 6th.  Please see Fran 
Croughan if you are able to help out. 

 
A big thank you to all who participated in our 
Silent Passion on Good Friday, as well as all 
who attended.  We had our largest attendance 
yet for this moving reenactment.  Although I did 
not see it, as I was a participant, I heard from 

others that it was quite 
moving.  And thank you 
to Fran for watching 
Benjamin while we were 
in the Sanctuary.  I hear 
he’s a good helper with 
the chairs!  Wishing 
everyone a beautiful 
May, full of new blooms 

and new beginnings.  
Peace, 
Mariah 
 
Do you have a concern or a suggestion that 
you would like Session to consider?  Please 
see Pastor Martin if you would like to speak to 
Session, or ask any Session member to share 
your thoughts at the meeting.  A list of Session 
committees and chairpersons can be found in 
the lounge.  Please note that anyone is 
welcome to serve on one or more committees.  
The next regular meeting of Session will be 
Tuesday, May 9th at 7:30 p.m. in the lounge. 
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OUTREACH AND MISSION 
 

Gilead Food Pantry 
 
The Gilead Food Pantry is open Friday 
mornings from 10:00 am until noon to offer food 
to those who are in need. Donations of food or 
funds are always welcome. Food items can be 
placed in the basket in the lounge, while funds 
are best given directly to Marj Williams or 

placed in the offering 
basket with the notation 
“Food Pantry” on the 
envelope or memo line of 
your check.  

 

The Food Pantry could especially use 
donations of cereal, pasta, soup, complete 
pancake mix, instant potatoes, syrup, peanut 
butter, tuna, cookies, tea, and cat food.  
 

For more information on this important ministry, 
please see Marj Williams. 
 

While the goods received during the Kid’s 
Kitchen Collections have been a great help 
to the food pantry, please remember that 
other things continue to be needed, so 
please continue to bring other items on 
non-communion Sundays. Thanks! 

 

Gilead Church School Kid’s Kitchen 
 

As has been our tradition, children bring an 
offering for the food pantry on the first Sunday of 
each month.  We are expanding upon this 
tradition by introducing the Gilead Church 
School Kid’s Kitchen. Each month will have a 
different theme, and children are requested to 
bring up an item related to that theme with them 
during “Time for the Young at Heart”.   
 
In September, the children will receive a new 
calendar for the next 12 months to remind them 
what to bring each month.  Please help your child 
to remember to bring this important offering for 
our food pantry ministry.   
 
The calendar for this school year follows, and will 
be also posted on the Church School Bulletin 
Board by the Church School 
entrance. If you have any 
questions about this offering 
project, please see Diana 
Drake Behan. The theme for 
April is an Easter treat 
and/or 2 lb. Bag of Rice, 
and for May is Complete 
Pancake Mix and Syrup. 
 
 

Gilead Stained Glass Greeting Cards Available in The Lounge for a 
donation of $1.00 per card! 

 
All proceeds to Gilead! 

 

 
 

There’s always those other special occasions in our lives to make someone smile and know that 
they are loved! 
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Habitat for Humanity 
 
Our Mission: Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh brings 

people together to build homes, communities, and hope. 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh has completed 85 houses since the 

founding of the affiliate in October 1999.  Another six houses are currently under 

construction.  As of January 2017, 457 people have been served, including 275 

children.  Also, Habitat Newburgh homes have increased the assessed property 

values in the city of Newburgh by approximately $8.5 million and Habitat 

homeowners contribute approximately $425,000 in city and school taxes annually. 

Habitat serves low-income working families (30-60% area median incomes).  Families are selected 

based on three criteria: Need (presently live in substandard conditions, Ability to Pay affordable 

mortgage plus school and city taxes, and Willingness to Invest Sweat Equity (500 hours for a 2+ 

adult family, 250 hours for a single adult family). 

We build within the most distressed urban area in New York and also within the largest contiguous 

historic neighborhood in the state (includes Washington’s Headquarters).  Within our area (Census 

tracts 4 & 5), 40% of children under 18 live in poverty and the crime rate per capita is the highest in 

New York.  There are approximately 700 vacant and abandoned properties in Newburgh. 

Our average development cost per house is $200,000, and the average homeowner’s mortgage is 

$100,000.  The difference is made up through donations, grants, volunteer labor, and proceeds from 

our ReStore.  Our ReStore (located at 38 S. Plank Rd, Exit 8 off of I-84) accepts donations of 

furniture, appliances, building supplies, home décor items, etc.  Please call (845) 565-1789 

Wednesday – Saturday to arrange for drop-offs and pick-ups of large items.  

Please call (845) 568-6035 or go to our website, www.habitatnewburgh.org, for more information or to 

volunteer. 

 

http://www.habitatnewburgh.org/
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 As of  March 31 

Regular Income Year to Date 34,638 

Expenses Year to Date 52,630 

Surplus (Deficit)   (17,992) 

 
We have paid off the loan that we received from the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) to renovate and rehabilitate our educational wing! However, we also 
borrowed $40,000 from our own long-term investment account, with the full 

intention of repaying ourselves. So please continue to make contributions to 
the building fund. 

 
We also have other capital needs, including a new boiler and repaving the 
parking lot. Your contributions can be directed toward these needs also. 

 
Please see Brenda Verdesi if you have any questions. 

 
 .  

 
 
Online Giving Is Now Available 

 
Online giving is an easy, secure way to support Gilead Presbyterian Church.   
You can conveniently make a donation at any time.   Just go to the Gilead 
website www.gileadchurch.org, and click on the “Donate” button, and you 
will be taken to the PayPal website to complete the transaction.  (Please 
note that PayPal keeps 2.2% plus $ .30 for each transaction as a processing 
fee.) 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gileadchurch.org/
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=kRZc3azUEYO1fhaJxhPhS_jEtmbZ3mRAknUvRXF5n0pNGQgQ3g8Pxlb380C&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d66f31424b43e9a70645c907a6cbd8fb4
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GILEAD GROUPS 

Faith Discussion Group 
 

The Faith Discussion Group is beginning a 
discussion of the book In His Steps by Charles 

M. Sheldon. The 
meetings are in 
the lounge at 7:30 
pm. Please see 
John Warren for 
more information. 
 
Visitors from other 
churches, the 

purely curious, those with a lifetime of faith, 
and those with little faith to speak of, are 
welcome along with all hard-core 
Presbyterians. Continuity and context are 
maintained, but if you can’t make every 
session, you will find that each week the Holy 
Spirit deals with those who attend. So come 
when you can. 
 
Come join this miraculous fellowship! 
 
 

Stretch Exercise Classes  

 
Stretch Exercise Classes are 
being given every Monday and 
Thursday at 11:00 am at 
Gilead.  Annina and her friend 
Brigitta have organized this 
ongoing class.  There is a 

charge of $1.00 per class which is being donated 
to Gilead every month.  Those with physical 
problems would especially benefit by these 
classes.  Everyone is welcome. If further 
information is needed, please contact Annina at 
845-225-7012. 
 
 

Gilead Designers 
 

Gilead Designers will be meeting at Gilead at 
6:30 pm on  
May 19th. This 
get together will 
have a Saint 

Patrick’s Day theme. Anyone interested in 
creating craft projects is invited. Please see 
Mary Temple or Ellen Nielsen for more 

information.  
 

Gilead on Social Media 

 
 
 

 Podcasts: Podcasts are 
temporarily unavailable 

  
 YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/Gilea
dChurch#p/u 
 

 Facebook: Public Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gil
ead-Presbyterian-
Church/139888512714485 
 

 Facebook Closed Group: 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16
4333380282707/  

 
When you click on the Gilead Facebook 
page, please make sure you click on the 
“Like” button – it’s another way to keep up 
with events at Gilead. 
 

Your Concrete Weekly Devotionals 
 
Rob LoAlbo’s monthly devotionals are now a 
separate document. We wanted Rob’s thoughts 
and hard work to receive more recognition than 
they received as part of The Shingle. The 
Devotional will be emailed along with the 
newsletter each month and will be uploaded to 
out issuu online account. Paper copies will be 
available in the lounge. This is an experiment 
and we would appreciate your thoughts and 
feedback.  

http://www.youtube.com/user/GileadChurch#p/u
http://www.youtube.com/user/GileadChurch#p/u
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gilead-Presbyterian-Church/139888512714485
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gilead-Presbyterian-Church/139888512714485
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gilead-Presbyterian-Church/139888512714485
http://www.facebook.com/groups/164333380282707/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/164333380282707/
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The CNS Pre-K Program is Gilead's nonsectarian school for 
2 1/2 to 5 year olds. Since it was founded in 1949, the Pre-
School has been a respected community resource for early 
childhood education. Our staff consists of three teachers and 
an aide with many years of experience at CNS between them. 
All are active members of the community and volunteers in 
the school district. 

The school offers two, three and five day programs. They 
follow the same calendar as the Carmel Central School 
district.  
 

In preparing a child for Kindergarten, their philosophy is teaching the whole child to grow. They 
provide a daily routine balanced between academic skills and lessons, crafts, free and structured play 
time, music, story time, computer time, snack, and outdoor activities on the large playground.  
 
The curriculum was developed in conjunction with the area kindergarten teachers to best prepare the 
child for kindergarten and instill an enthusiasm for learning in a fun loving environment. Utilizing the 
team teaching method, three teachers give a student to teacher ratio of approximately 8 to 1.  
 
For children scheduled to enter public school in September of the year, we routinely prepare a 
detailed evaluation of Kindergarten readiness. 
  

For more information, please call the school at 845-225-8044, or visit them at 
www.carmelnurseryschool.com, or on Facebook. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Used with permission. 
Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc. 

www.reverendfun.com 
 

Used with permission. 
©Communication Resources, Inc. 

www.churchart.com 

http://www.carmelnurseryschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CarmelNurserySchool
file:///D:/Documents/Gilead%20Shingle/2010/2009/www.reverendfun.com
file:///D:/Documents/Gilead%20Shingle/2010/2009/www.reverendfun.com
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Please accept our apologies if we have missed you during the year. If you wish to share these events, 
please either send an email to gilead@gileadchurch.org or leave a write it on a slip of paper and leave it in 
The Shingle mail slot in the office.  

 
For more information about Gilead Church, please visit our web site: 

www.gileadchurch.org 
 

Please remember that the deadline for submissions is the 20th of each month.  Submissions 
preferably can be emailed to Martin McGeachy at the church office: 
gilead@gileadchurch.org with a copy to Warren Behan at TheShingle@gmail.com, or 
you may drop off a hard copy at the Office. 
 

Gilead Presbyterian Church 
9 Church St.  

Carmel, NY  10512 
845-225-4586 

Email: gilead@gileadchurch.org 
 

Martin McGeachy 
         Pastor 

Fran Croughan 
 Youth Director  

Mary Temple 
 Music Director 

 
Acknowledgements: Some Images © FaithClipart.com or ©Communication Resources, Inc. www.churchart.com  

 

 

Birthdays 
    

5/1 Donna DiPippo 5/20 Don Cassidy 

5/1 Linda Haywood 5/22 Shirley DeVries 

5/9 Marjorie Williams 5/23 Carl Erickson, III 

5/14 Katherine Foote 5/23 Elizabeth Ojeda 

5/19 Joel Thomas 5/28 Louis Lent 

    

Anniversaries 

5/4 Diane & Chris Devlin 5/27 Julie & Martin Foley 

5/12 Janet & Ken Kern 5/27 Louise & John Andres 

5/27 Erin & Joel Thomas   
    

mailto:gilead@gileadchurch.org
http://www.gileadchurch.org/
mailto:gilead@gileadchurch.org
mailto:TheShingle@gmail.com
mailto:gilead@gileadchurch.org
http://www.faithclipart.com/
http://www.churchart.com/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Lay Reader: Warren Behan
10:00 AM Morning Worship and Church
School

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:00 PM AA Meeting

6:30 PM Senior Bell
Chimes Rehearsal
7:00 PM AA Meeting
7:45 PM Senior Choir
Rehearsal

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:30 PM Faith Discussion
Group

10:00 AM PRPH
10:00 AM Volunteer Fair

Lay Reader: Penny Cameron
10:00 AM Morning Worship with Holy
Communion and Church School

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:00 PM AA Meeting

6:30 PM Senior Bell
Chimes Rehearsal
7:00 PM AA Meeting
7:45 PM Senior Choir
Rehearsal

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:30 PM Faith Discussion
Group

10:00 AM PRPH
4:00 PM Youth Spring
Project with supper

First Communion Celebration
Lay Reader: Annina Celli
10:00 AM Morning Worship and Church
School
11:00 AM Youth Serve at Coffee Hour

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:00 PM AA Meeting

7:30 PM Session Meeting 6:30 PM Senior Bell
Chimes Rehearsal
7:00 PM AA Meeting
7:45 PM Senior Choir
Rehearsal

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:30 PM Faith Discussion
Group

6:30 PM Gilead Designers

10:00 AM Jeanne Van
Vlack Memorial Service
10:00 AM PRPH
5:30 PM Evening Worship

Lay Reader: Ann Clark
10:00 AM Morning Worship and Church
School
11:30 AM Deacons Meeting

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:00 PM AA Meeting

6:30 PM Senior Bell
Chimes Rehearsal
7:00 PM AA Meeting
7:45 PM Senior Choir
Rehearsal

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:30 PM Faith Discussion
Group

10:00 AM PRPH

Lay Reader: Paul Francis
10:00 AM Morning Worship and Church
School

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:00 PM AA Meeting

6:30 PM Senior Bell
Chimes Rehearsal
7:00 PM AA Meeting
7:45 PM Senior Choir
Rehearsal

11:00 AM Stretch Exercise
Class
7:30 PM Faith Discussion
Group

10:00 AM PRPH
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