
Gilead Presbyterian Church 
September 19, 2021; 17th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20, Year B 

Convinced of God’s Grace, we affirm that there can be no exclusiveness in the body of 
Christ. We welcome all regardless of race, ethnic heritage, national origin, age, ability, 

gender, marital status, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic standing; and we 
encourage the full participation of all in the life of our congregation. 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE                “Sheep May Safely Graze”              by Johann Sebastian Bach 
                                             Mary Temple, organ     
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE  Psalms 1 
Leader:  Happy are those who take delight in the law of the Lord. 
People:  They are like trees planted by streams of water.   
                      In all that they do they prosper. 
Leader:  For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous. 
People:  May God number us with the righteous as we worship the Lord. 
  
PURPLE HYMNAL #175, BLUE #333   “Seek Ye First” 
1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and its righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.  Allelu, alleluia! 
 
2. Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and you shall find; 
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you.  Allelu, alleluia! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of justice and righteousness, have mercy upon us as we confess our sin. We 
say we love our neighbors, but we still make distinctions.  We favor the rich and 
discount the poor. We say we have faith, but our works do not show it; we preach 
Jesus Christ while we send the hungry away. While our lips praise you, our hands 
cast off strangers. We feel unworthy to ask your forgiveness, but we trust in the 
name of Christ, who pardons all who turn to him.  Amen. 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  



   
 
TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART   
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  
       3:13  Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14  But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15  Such wisdom 
does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16  For where there 
is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 
17  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18  And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  
        4:1 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 
come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2  You want something and do not 
have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3  You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
pleasures.                                                                                                  James 3:13-4:3  

 
  

      30  They went on from there and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone 
to know it; 31  for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Promised One is to 
be betrayed into human hands, and put to death, and three days after being killed, this 
One will rise again." 32  But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid 
to ask him. 33  Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, "What were you arguing about on the way?" 34  But they were silent, for on the 
way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35  He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of 
all." 36  Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 
said to them, 37  "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me."          Mark 9:30-37 
 
SERMON          “Heart Smart”       Rev. Martin McGeachy 

 
MEDITATION                          “Largo Affettuoso”                               by Arcangelo Corelli 
                Juergen Tempel, cello 
   
PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 



 
PURPLE HYMNAL #697, BLUE #391   “Take My Life” 
1. Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
       let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2. Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee, 
       swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
5. Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne, 
       it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                            “Psalm XVIII”                         by Benedetto Marcello 
                                              Mary Temple, organ    
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our videographers, Alexis and Stephanie Gould. 
 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
►The Food Pantry can use monetary donations, as well as all non-perishable foods 
and toiletries.  Leave in the outside bin or call Martin for appointment. 
► Prayer Zoom each Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. The link is in the weekly bulletin email. 
►The Food Pantry can use monetary donations, as well as all non-perishable foods 
and toiletries.  Leave in the outside bin or call Martin for appointment. 

 
ⴕ We accept offerings through the “Online Giving” link on our website, www.gileadchurch.org, or 
mail checks made out to Gilead Presbyterian Church, 9 Church Street, Carmel, NY 10512.  Or 
give elsewhere if you see a need.  In doing so, we brighten the world, and brighten our hearts. 

 
GILEAD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Rev. Martin McGeachy, Pastor 9 Church Street 
     Mary Temple, Music Director                                                                                                                             Carmel, NY 10512 

Diana Drake Behan, Church School Superintendent  (845) 225-4586 
 

Follow us online! Visit our website for links to our social media and to subscribe to our email list! 
www.gileadchurch.org 
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