
1 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 Gilead Presbyterian Church 
 Proper 14, Year C  
 August 7, 2022, 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
WELCOME 
Convinced of God’s Grace, we affirm that there can be no exclusiveness in the body of 
Christ. We welcome all regardless of race, ethnic heritage, national origin, age, ability, 

gender, marital status, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic standing; and we 
encourage the full participation of all in the life of our congregation. 

 
OPENING MUSIC                “Nocturne” from “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”  
                                                                                                         by Felix Mendelssohn 
                                                    Mary Temple, organ                           arr. by Rick Parks           
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE   (From Psalm 85)  
Leader: Let us behold the goodness of God!  
People: Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet.  
Leader: Righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  
People: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  
Leader: and righteousness will look down from the sky.  
People: Let us behold the goodness of God! 
 
*PURPLE HYMNAL #12    “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
3. To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all. 
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
 
4. Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light. 
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER 
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of perfect love, you continually bring forth life, transforming sadness to joy, 
and despair to hope We are weak, but you are strong. Our ways are flawed, but 
your ways are true. We are seldom right, but you are never wrong. Forgive us; 
redeem us; transform us. Take away the sin that burdens us, and restore us to 
the people you would have us be, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
© Presbyterian Outlook, 2022. Liturgy written by John Wurster and provided for free distribution 
SILENT PRAYER 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*THE GLORIA 
Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
Leader: Peace be with you.  People: And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM    “Amazing Grace”                                           by John Newton 
                                              Gilead Singers                            tune: Columbian Harmony 
 
TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART                       Because Nothing Looks Like God  
                   by Lawrence Kushner and Karen Kushner, illustrated by Dawn W. Majewski 

 
The children are dismissed to Sunday School. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  
       1 After these things the word of the Almighty God came to Abram in a vision, "Do not 
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2  But Abram said, 
"O Great God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 
is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3  And Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, and so a 
slave born in my house is to be my heir." 4  But the word of the Almighty came to him, 
"This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir." 
5  God brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you 
are able to count them." Then God said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6  And 
he believed the Almighty God; and it was reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
                                                                                                                   Genesis 15:1-6  
 
       1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2  Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3  By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible.                                                                                    Hebrews 11:1-3 
       8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9  By faith 
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10  For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
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11  By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
12  Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
"as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore." 13  All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, 14  for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are 
seeking a homeland. 15  If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, 
they would have had opportunity to return. 16  But as it is, they desire a better country, 
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 
God has prepared a city for them.                                                           Hebrews 11:8-16  
 
SERMON                Greetings from a Distance                   Rev. Martin McGeachy 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (universal) 
I believe in God, the Beloved Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Savior, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Almighty, and will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
universal church, the communion of all believers, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING   
 
OFFERTORY        “Have You Any Room for Jesus”                     arr. by Fred Boch 
                                                Mary Temple, organ   
                                               
*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
PURPLE HYMNAL #442   “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 
1. Just as I am, without one plea but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou biddest me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
 
2. Just as I am, though tossed about with many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
 
3. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
For those joining virtually, all are invited to partake of bread and wine, or any substance that 

feels appropriate; or prayerfully take in the sacrifice of the Lord symbolically. For those joining 
physically, the individual Communion Bread & Cup sets contain grape juice. 

 INVITATION, PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP                                    John Vangor, guitar 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
*PURPLE HYMNAL #684   “Faith Begins by Letting Go” 
1. Faith begins by letting go, giving up what had seemed sure, 
taking risks and pressing on, though the way feels less secure: 
pilgrimage both right and odd, trusting all our life to God. 
 
2. Faith endures by holding on, keeping memory’s roots alive 
so that hope may bear its fruit; promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 
not through merit we possess but by God’s great faithfulness. 
 
3. Faith matures by reaching out, stretching minds, enlarging hearts, 
sharing struggles, living prayer, binding up the broken parts; 
till we find the commonplace ripe with witness to God’s grace. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING MUSIC        “Trumpet Rondeau”                       by Jean Joseph Mouret 
                                       Mary Temple, organ                            
 
*Please stand, if you are able. 
 

 
Thank you to our videographer Stephanie Gould. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
► Celebrate the Fruits of the Spirit Day with us in worship on Sunday, August 21, and 
bring a fruit dish to share after worship. 
► Today, August 7, Gilead Singers rehearse at 9:15 a.m. 
► Next Sunday, August 14, Gilead Bell Chimes rehearse at 9:15 a.m. 
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ⴕ We accept offerings through the “Online Giving” link on our website, www.gileadchurch.org, or 
mail checks made out to Gilead Presbyterian Church, 9 Church Street, Carmel, NY 10512.  Or 
give elsewhere if you see a need.  In doing so, we brighten the world, and brighten our hearts. 

 
GILEAD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Rev. Martin McGeachy, Pastor 9 Church Street 
     Mary Temple, Music Director                                                                                                                             Carmel, NY 10512 

Diana Drake Behan, Church School Superintendent  (845) 225-4586 
 

Follow us online! Visit our website for links to our social media and to subscribe to our email list! 
www.gileadchurch.org 

 

          

http://www.gileadchurch.org/
about:blank
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