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Gilead Presbyterian Church 
March 26, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 
5th Sunday in Lent, Year A 

 
 
 

Convinced of God’s Grace, we affirm that there can be no exclusiveness in the body of 
Christ. We welcome all regardless of race, ethnic heritage, national origin, age, ability, 

gender, marital status, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic standing; and we 
encourage the full participation of all in the life of our congregation. 

 
WELCOME 

 
OPENING MUSIC                           “Farther Along”                                                Gospel                
                                                     Mary Temple, organ                    by Rev. W.B. Stevens 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE  Psalms 130 
Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD, hear my voice! 
People:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in the word of the LORD I hope.  
Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD, hear my voice! 
People: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning. 
Leader:  O Israel, hope in the LORD!  For with the LORD there is steadfast love; with 
the LORD is great power to redeem.  
People: It is the LORD who will redeem us from all our iniquities. 
  
*PURPLE HYMNAL #250   “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER  
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O Lord, if you held our sin against us, who could live, who could stand?  We 
seem to have more faith in death than hope in your promise of life.  We seek 
peace through war and find security in weapons.  We abandon the hungry, sick, 
and dying, and pursue wealth by making others poor.  And even so, you love us; 
still there is forgiveness with you!  Therefore we worship you; for you alone, O 
Lord, can save us from death and redeem us from our sin.  In Christ’s name, 
Amen. 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
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*THE GLORIA 
Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
*THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
Leader: Peace be with you.  People: And also with you. 
   
ANTHEM             “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”                                  Spiritual 
                        Gilead Singers                             arr. by Donald Moore     
 
TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART  
  

The children are dismissed to Sunday School. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                                  John 11:1-44 
       1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2  Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3  So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, 
he whom you love is ill." 4  But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead 
to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 
5  Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6  after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7  Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8  The disciples 
said to him, "Rabbi, they were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?" 9  Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10  But those 
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." 11  After saying this, he told 
them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 
12  The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13  Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14  Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15  For your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16  Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with 
him."  
   
     17  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19  and many people 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20  When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21  Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22  But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask." 23  Jesus said to her, 
"Your brother will rise again." 24  Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day." 25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26  and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27  She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 
28  When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
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privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29  And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 30  Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. 31  The mourners who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because 
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32  When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died." 33  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
mourners who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34  He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 
35  Jesus wept. 36  So the mourners said, "See how he loved him!" 37  But some of them 
said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?" 38  Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39  Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days." 40  Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?" 41  So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
"Abba, I thank you for having heard me. 42  I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me." 43  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44  The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped 
in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."                         
 
SERMON                      “Tears and Resurrection”                         Rev. Martin McGeachy 
 
*PURPLE HYMNAL #833   “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING   
  
OFFERTORY                    “Sonata in D minor”                        by Willem De Fesch 
                                                  Juergen Tempel, cello                     
 
*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*PURPLE HYMNAL #231   “Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers” 
 
*BENEDICTION  
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*CHORAL BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE                        “’Allegro’ from the 6th Cello Sonata”                    by J.S. Bach 
                                                       Mary Temple, organ                        arr. by Rick Parks      
     
*Please stand, if you are able. 
 
 

The flowers today were given anonymously to the glory of God 
In honor of Gilead member Penny Cameron. 

 
 

Thank you to our videographer today, Stephanie Gould. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
►Join us Wednesdays on Zoom at 8:30 a.m. for prayer and 7:30 p.m. for Bible Study.  
The link is in the weekly email.  
►Join us after worship on Palm Sunday, April 2 for a kids’ pizza party with egg dyeing, 
cookies and Easter baskets!  Maundy Thursday we are invited to a supper at 1st 
Presbyterian in Mahopac at 6pm, followed by a joint service at 7pm; and on Good 
Friday at 7pm we will present our Silent Passion here at Gilead.  See Mariah Warren if 
you’d like to participate. Join us for a Silent Passion orientation Zoom at 7pm tonight. 
►Easter Sunday Lilies will be $16 this year.  See Margery Amato or Pastor Martin to 

order yours in honor or memory of a loved one. 
►Today, Sunday, March 26, Singers rehearse at 9:10—Come 
sing with us!  
       April 2, Palm Sunday, Gilead singers rehearse at 9:10. 
       April 9, Easter Sunday, Bell Chimes rehearse 8:40, 
Singers 9:15. 
 
  

 
 
ⴕ We accept offerings through the “Online Giving” link on our website, www.gileadchurch.org, or 
mail checks made out to Gilead Presbyterian Church, 9 Church Street, Carmel, NY 10512.  Or 
give elsewhere if you see a need.  In doing so, we brighten the world, and brighten our hearts. 

 
GILEAD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Rev. Martin McGeachy, Pastor 9 Church Street 
     Mary Temple, Music Director                                                                                                                             Carmel, NY 10512 

Diana Drake Behan, Church School Superintendent  (845) 225-4586 
 

Follow us online! Visit our website for links to our social media and to subscribe to our email list! 
www.gileadchurch.org 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.gileadchurch.org/
about:blank
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