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At the beginning of 2025, there were 112 names on the active membership roll at Gilead. 
 
We said goodbye to the following 4 members who went home to God:  
  

Mary Lou Cassidy- 1/26/25 
 Roy Knapp- 5/3/25 
 Katherine Foote- 7/27/25 
 Diane Lester- 10/2/25 
  
Therefore, as of December 31, 2025, our active membership is 108.   
 

 

Baptisms 2025 

The (adult) baptism of Rory Knapp was held on August 3, 2025, officiated by Rev. Martha 
Louise Harkness. 

 

 

Members Removed Retroactive to 12/31/2022 

Robert Evans- inactive/moved 

Elizabeth DeGregorio- per father 

Caroline Francis- per father in 2019; clerical error 

Rachel McGeachy- per father/moved 

Rebekah McGeachy- per father 

Damon Potenza- transfer to Wappingers Falls Presbyterian 

Alex Vandenberg- moved; requested and approved 8/17/21 but not counted 

Erik Vandenberg- moved; requested and approved 8/17/21 but not counted 

Lisa Vandenberg- moved; requested and approved 8/17/21 but not counted 

 

 

*In an effort to clear the rolls, please let Session know if you have any family members not 
wishing to remain active in Gilead 
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Annual Report 
January, 2026 

 
Carmel Nursery School continues to provide an affordable quality pre-school education and operates as a 
separate independent entity of Gilead Church.  We have a wonderful staff whose enthusiasm, dedication 
and hard work make our school a wonderful place to learn and play.   
 
PROGRAM  
Teaching  
We are continuing to utilize the approach of team teaching.  We continue to research and revamp our 
curriculum on a yearly basis to coincide with the increased state standards in order for children to be 
prepared for kindergarten.  The positive response from parents, children and the Carmel Central School 
District has been overwhelming. 
 
Preparing each child for kindergarten 
Our pre-kindergarten evaluations will start soon.  We continue to redesign the evaluation forms to reflect 
the changes in expectations from the Carmel Central School District as well as Brewster and Mahopac 
school districts for children entering kindergarten in the fall.  We continue to keep an open line of 
communication with the local districts.   
We will again in conjunction with our parents, complete input forms for the school district.  Carmel Nursery 
had full participation in the return of these forms every year.  
 
Enrollment/Registration 
Unfortunately, this will be our last year for Carmel Nursery School.  Universal Pre-K is now in all the local 
districts 
and parents are choosing this option.  We are saddened to not be returning in the fall after being part of 
Gilead for thirty plus years.   
 
Special Programs/Community Outreach  
Visit to Public library to encourage students to join story and craft times 
Visit to Putnam Nursing and Rehab to entertain and do craft with the seniors. 
Hamlet of Carmel Civic Association Member and Arts on the Lake donor. 
 
Staff 
The longevity of our teachers is an asset to our school.  We have spent many long hours developing our 
ever-
energy to our classes. Most preschools and daycare centers have a high turnover rate for staff. 
 
Finances 
Financial Recap attached. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

- Sue Stone 
     Co-Directors   
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In Christian Education, the older class, grades five through high school, are studying the 

book We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices. The book has really encouraged lively 

conversations. It has lifted our spirits. It is taught us to stand up and cheer for the good 

fortunes that have been offered to us in our lives, and how we help create change for 

those who are not as fortunate as we are. The stories in the book have been an inspiration 

to the youth in this class as well as myself. It has helped us when we are distraught, to 

be able to find comfort in our faith. We have been offered hope in our troubled world. 

Though we live in a very challenging world, we have learned ways to help us reach out 

to help others, and to dig deeper into our faith beliefs. 

   

Little Ones are learning about the calendar.  They discussed which holidays are national 

and personal, and which ones are church related.!  They continue to explore Bible stories 

by listening to the stories and creating crafts to help them recall the story and what they 

learned. 
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2025 GILEAD Music Department Annual Report

The Music Department at Gilead has had a very exciting year We have been blessed with new members, 
Robyn Reilly, Soprano, and Lauren Reilly, alto and violaist and Ester Egemba, soprano.   If you have been 
considering joining this group n Thursday evenings from 7-8pm and Sunday mornings at 
9:10 am and would love to have you sing with us.  We sing a variety of types of music and offer many 
opportunities for solos & a Capela singing groups. We sing every Sunday: September-June and On-
the-Road  for Ecumenical Services throughout the year. 

The Bell Chime Choir is a very fun group of about 14-15 members playing once a month; September
June, and once during the summer. Our newest members, Lauren Reilly, Walter Roth and Lucy Ojeda 
have happily added to our choir. If you would like to try this out, new members meet at 8:30 on the 2 
Sundays before we play, and 8:20 on the day we play. (the 1st Sunday of the month). 

Lo-Tones: an a Capella group, composed of Tenors & Basses singing during the summer and throughout 
the year. 

Hi Tones: an a Capella group, composed of Sopranos and Altos singing during the summer and 
throughout the year. 

Our special musicians throughout the year have consisted of: 

Guitars: Mariah Warren, John Vangor, Billy Petito and Zoe Temple  

Harpist: Elizabeth Ojeda-Petito 

Pianist: Penny Cameron -- Piano/organ Duets (played for Special Occasions.)                                                
Duane Stroud-Boutt , Billy Petito (Organ) 

The Choir/GS and guitars, David Frost & John Vagor participated in the community Thanksgiving Service 
at Gilead this year.      

The Christmas Open House,  Mary Temple, piano; Mariah Warren, Recorder& Vocalist; John Vangor, 
guitar, who entertained with Christmas Music from 4-7 pm on Dec. 4. 

The Christmas Eve Ensemble, directed by Billy Petito,  piano; Mariah Warren, recorder; Julie Stan, 
Clarinet; Della Temple, flute; Zoe Temple, Trumpet; John Vangor guitar. 

Instrumentalist/vocalist-solos and ensembles: Join us throughout the year to play in Worship.  In 
addition, during July and August, these musicians join us to bring a variety of special music to our 
Summer Worship.  

Unfortunately we were unable to do our annual Christmas-Carolers-Tour (the Sunday before  Christmas) 
of local Rehab. Centers and stops at our Homebound  s Houses.   Next Year!!! 

We are ever grateful to God for our very receptive Congregation, who are so supportive of our 
programs.  

 

 Mary Temple 
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